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ROBERT SCOTT D I N S M O R E 

RO B E R T D I N S M O R E died f r o m a cerebral 
thrombos i s i n t h e Cleveland Clinic Hospi ta l o n 

S e p t e m b e r 24, 1957. T h e insp irat ion of h i s leader-
ship a n d t h e w a r m t h of h i s f r iendship will l ong be 
r e m e m b e r e d by h i s associates . 

I n t h e m e m o r i a l service he ld a t t h e Clinic o n 
October 5th , Doctor D insmore ' s place i n Amer ican 
surgery was clearly described by o n e of h i s c losest 
fr iends, Dr. J o h n M. E m m e t t : 

"Dr. D insmore ' s h o n e s t y a n d s incerity of purpose 
wil l l ive always i n t h e m e m o r y of Amer ican surgeons 
of h i s day. He was able t o m a k e fr iends a m o n g all 
groups of people w i t h o u t di f f iculty , a n d h e h e l d 
these fr iends—an a t t r i b u t e w h i c h few people p o s -
sess. One of h i s l i fe 's object ives was to p r o m o t e t h e 
deve lopment of h i s younger associates . H e was a t h i s 
very b e s t w h e n h e portrayed t h e individual a t t a i n -
m e n t s of one of t h e m , a n d h i s pride i n t h e progress 
of these y o u n g surgeons was apparent t o all of h i s 
fr iends. 

"Dr. D i n s m o r e h a d a sp lendid knowledge of t h e 
m o d e r n deve lopments of m e d i c i n e a n d surgery. He 
could scan a surgical treat ise a n d ge t a clearer 
knowledge of t h e writer's objectives t h a n a n y o n e 
I have ever k n o w n . His wide personal a c q u a i n t a n c e 
w i t h Amer ican surgeons inspired h i m to fo l low w i t h 
real zeal t h e l i terature w h i c h th i s group created. 
He will be r e m e m b e r e d i n our profess ion as a great 
teacher of t h e art of surgery, a responsibi l i ty w h i c h 
h e fulf i l led m o s t effectively. 

"Dr. D i n s m o r e always m a i n t a i n e d a suf f ic ient 
ba lance of in teres t i n surgical sc ience to keep h i m i n 
t h e forefront of h i s profess ion. There has b e e n n o 
surgical c l in ic ian i n recent years w h o h a s ascended 
to t h e he igh t s of profess ional recogni t ion to a greater 
degree t h a n did Bob Dinsmore . There was n o way to 
prevail u p o n h i m t o support individuals or i ssues 
w h i c h h e t h o u g h t were ques t ionab le i n their value. 
He never al lowed h i m s e l f to go a long w i t h a popular 
t ide i n surgery un le s s h e f e l t t h a t t h e i ssues under 
cons iderat ion were r ight . Dr. Dinsmore ' s counse l 
was s o u g h t by m a n y a n d diversified groups of 
doctors. His answers were m o d u l a t e d by a wide 
experience a n d a sc ient i f ic a c u m e n w h i c h always 
c u l m i n a t e d i n a sense of fairness . 

"Dr. D i n s m o r e h a s b e e n described as a 'Doctor's 
Doctor. ' I wonder i f any m o r e worthwhi le t r ibute 
could be paid to a surgeon t h a n to have h i s services 
s o u g h t by h is co l l eagues ." 
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