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To a friend on 
his retirement: 

JO H N BEACH HAZARD is doubly distinguished as Editor of the 
Cleveland Clinic Quarterly and Chairman of the Division of Pathology 

of T h e Cleveland Clinic Foundat ion. He joined the staff of the Foundat ion 
as its Chief Pathologist in 1946 and became Editor of the Quarterly in 1950. 
He relinquishes both posts at this time, after many years of productive and 
devoted service, to assume the role of elder statesman in an emeritus 
capacity. 
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2 Hoerr 

Born i n W h i t e Horse, Pennsylvania, and reared there and in Florida, 
"Beach," as he is known to his int imates, received his degree of Doctor of 
Medicine f r o m H a r v a r d Medical School in Boston, and his pos tgraduate 
t ra in ing in Pathology at the Mallory Inst i tute , Boston City Hospi ta l , u n d e r 
master pathologists Frank B. Mallory and Frederick Parker . Whi l e Beach 
was still a Resident in Pathology he marr ied Mae Holly, whose unders tand-
ing a n d suppor t th rough the years have been a ma jo r influence in his pro-
fessional success. 

His early career as Chief Pathologist at the Faulkner Hospi ta l in Boston 
was in t e r rup ted by a tour of du ty as Chief Pathologist for the F i f th Genera l 
Hospi ta l , one of the H a r v a r d Uni ts in Wor ld W a r II , serving in the Euro-
pean T h e a t e r of W a r . T h e war years underscored the ou ts tanding personal 
traits t ha t have domina ted Beach's character: warmth , unassuming friend-
liness a n d simplicity, a passion for perfect ion in his professional duties, un-
usually wide knowledge in the field of medicine, quie t leadership, and de-
vot ion to service and the needs of pat ients . 

As Edi tor of the Cleveland Clinic Quarterly he has consistently elevated 
the s tandards of medical communica t ion and has gu ided the Edi tor ia l Board 
a n d edi tor ial aides in the p roduc t ion of a j ou rna l tha t has a solid r epu ta t ion 
b o t h for its scientific content and its fo rmat . T h e Quar ter ly is sent to mem-
bers of the medical profession and to medical inst i tut ions t h roughou t the 
world, and it is indexed in the m a j o r b ibl iographic publicat ions. 

His career as a pathologist has b rough t Beach nat ional and in te rna t iona l 
recognit ion. A u t h o r and coauthor of m a n y scientific publicat ions, his particu-
lar field of interest has been diseases of the thyroid gland, in which he is an 
acknowledged author i ty . H e was the first to describe the presence of amyloid 
in medul la ry cancer of the thyroid, a pa thognomonic fea ture of the disease. 
H e served on the commit tee of T h e American T h y r o i d Association which 
clarified the nomenc la tu re re la t ing to thyroid cancer and thyroiditis. H e is 
Clinical Professor of Pathology at Case Western Reserve University, T h e 
School of Medicine, and has managed to find t ime to teach undergradua tes 
t h roughou t his active career. 

Of significance equa l to tha t of his scientific and educat ional cont r ibut ions 
has been his abili ty to recrui t an ou ts tanding staff for the Division of 
Pathology of the Cleveland Clinic, wi th the development of subspecialization 
a n d effective cooperat ion with the Division of Research. 

T o a surgical colleague, Beach and his associates are exemplif ied by the 
words service and excellence. For many years his office stood on a sort of 
h ighway f r o m the opera t ing rooms, wi th the door always open, the desk 
top an organized l i t ter of papers and , open books, and like as not , the Chief 
looking at a frozen section while simultaneously conduct ing a conference 
wi th colleagues f r o m the Division of Medicine seeking he lp on a clinical 
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problem. T h e ha l lmark of a technician t ra ined by Beach is excellence— 
no th ing less is tolerated. A frozen section f r o m his laboratory is o f t en 
superior to the p e r m a n e n t sections of others. Unfa i l i ng willingness to he lp 
is the mot to of Beach and his g roup—no mat te r how m u c h time, how m u c h 
inconvenience, or how many extra frozen sections in a difficult problem. 

An unselfish m a n wi th loft ier goals t han personal ones inhe ren t in his 
ambitions, he has he ld h igh offices in na t ional and in in te rna t iona l scientific 
organizations. At the Cleveland Clinic he has served effectively and well n o t 
only as Cha i rman of the m a j o r Division of Pathology, b u t also on the Board 
of Governors of the Founda t ion , as a Trus tee , and, at the sacrifice of a great 
deal of time, as Act ing H e a d of the Division of Research. 

As though a d u a l career as Pathologist a n d Edi tor were no t sufficient, 
Beach has given u p innumerab le a f te rnoons a n d evenings to serve w i th 
Committees of the Cleveland Academy of Medicine and the Oh io State 
Medical Association, g rapp l ing with socioeconomic problems beleaguer ing 
his specialty a n d the medical profession generally. H e served for some years 
as Trus tee of Blue Cross. His wise counsel has he lped physicians, pat ients , 
and insurance carriers alike in ways tha t p robably will never become gen-
erally known. 

O n e might suppose tha t a paragon possessing all the vir tues enumera t ed 
were more than flesh a n d blood. No t so. Beach has a u n i q u e type of speech, 
heavily in ter la rded with gentle profani ty , which is such an endear ing aspect 
of his personali ty tha t it is enjoyed by all who know him, and would actually 
leave an unpleasan t void if this hab i t ever should change. Fur the rmore , 
a hobby, pursued wi th characteristic energy, has been a l i felong interest i n 
horses and horse racing. I t is a rare Kentucky Derby where he and M a e are 
not in a t tendance. I t is r umored tha t his encyclopedic memory, wide knowl-
edge, and scientific know-how coupled wi th careful study of the Rac ing 
Form have enabled h i m not only to stay ou t of deb t b u t to finish in the black 
year af ter year! 

I t would be wi th a t inge of sadness tha t one would record the conclusion of 
an active phase of this splendid career, were it no t a certainty tha t the 
energies and abilities of J o h n Beach Hazard will cont inue to find product ive 
outlets in the service of his fellow man . 

STANLEY O . IIOERR, M . D . 

Division of Surgery 
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