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VASCULITIS LOOK-ALIKES SACK 

serum complement leve l , 1 2 a f inding typical 
of act ive S L E . This case also illustrates the 
nonspecif ic i ty of vascular in f lammat ion in a 
biopsy specimen. A l t h o u g h this patient 's 
rash (deemed leukocytoclast ic vasculit is) 
could h a v e ref lected a n o t h e r disease 
process , similar rashes c a n o c c u r in 
a theroembol i c disease.1 3 

This case illustrates how the pathway to 
the diagnosis of vasculitis c a n indeed be 
treacherous; and seldom in medicine is the 
admonit ion primiim non nocere—first, do no 
h a r m — m o r e applicable. i 
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