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HENOCH-SCHÖNLEIN PURPURA AND CUTANEOUS LEUKOCY-
TOCLASTIC ANGIITIS EXHIBIT DIFFERENT HLA-DRB1 ASSOCIA-
TIONS

Amoli MM, Thomson W, Hajeer AH, Calviño MC, Garcia-
Porrua C, Ollier WER, and Gonzalez-Gay MA. From the ARC
Epidemiology Unit, Manchester University Medical School,
Manchester, UK, and the Divisions of Rheumatology and
Pediatrics, Hospital Xeral-Calde, Lugo, Spain.

Objective: To examine the HLA-DRB1 genotype of
patients with cutaneous leukocytoclastic angiitis (CLA), a
small-sized blood vessel vasculitis limited to skin, and deter-
mine if differences exist with Henoch-Schönlein purpura
(HSP), a small-sized blood vessel vasculitis with cutaneous and
systemic complications. 

Methods: A retrospective study was performed on an unse-
lected population of patients from Northwest Spain with pri-
mary cutaneous vasculitis classified according to proposed cri-

teria (Michel et al, J Rheumatol 1992; 19:721-8). Patients who
fulfilled classification criteria for hypersensitivity vasculitis
were included in this study if they had a biopsy-proven leuko-
cytoclastic vasculitis limited to skin and, due to this, they also
met the Chapel Hill Consensus Conference on the
Nomenclature of Systemic Vasculitis definitions for CLA.
Patients were included in this study if they had at least 2 years
of follow-up. Ninety-six Caucasian patients (58 HSP and 38
CLA) were studied. Patients and ethnically matched controls
(n=145) were HLA-DRB1 genotyped from DNA using molec-
ular-based methods. 

Results: No HLA-DRB1 genotype differences between
patients with CLA and controls were seen. As previously
described, HLA-DRB1*01 was increased and HLA-DRB1*07
reduced in HSP patients compared to controls. When HLA-
DRB1 genotypes of patients with CLA and HSP were com-
pared, a significant increase of HLA-DRB1* 15/16 and espe-
cially of HLA-DRB1*07 was observed in the group of patients
fulfilling definitions for CLA compared to those with HSP.

Conclusions: HSP and CLA exhibit different HLA-DRB1
genotype associations. 
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