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    ABSTRACT
Nowadays, doctors face an overwhelming amount of information, even in narrow areas of interest. In response, reviews designed to summarize the large volumes of information are frequently published. When a review is done systematically, following certain criteria, and the results are pooled and analyzed quantitatively, it is called a meta-analysis. A well-designed meta-analysis can provide valuable information for researchers, policymakers, and clinicians. However, there are many critical caveats in performing and interpreting them, and thus many ways in which meta-analyses can yield misleading information.

	Copyright © 2008 The Cleveland Clinic Foundation. All Rights Reserved.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine: 75 (6)]

  
  
      
      
          Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine      
      
        	Vol. 75, Issue 6 1 Jun 2008 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	Index by author




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word on Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Meta-analysis: Its strengths and limitations



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has sent you a message from Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see the Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      Meta-analysis: Its strengths and limitations
  
    	Esteban Walker, Adrian V. Hernandez, Michael W. Kattan

  
    	Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine Jun 2008, 75 (6) 431-439; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      Meta-analysis: Its strengths and limitations
  
    	Esteban Walker, Adrian V. Hernandez, Michael W. Kattan

  
    	Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine Jun 2008, 75 (6) 431-439; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Digg logo] [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Google logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Linkedin Share Button



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles
	No related articles found.



	PubMed
	Google Scholar




 Cited By...
	A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW AND META-ANALYSIS ON THE EFFECT OF CURCUMIN (TURMERIC) ON FASTING BLOOD GLUCOSE AND GLYCATED HAEMOGLOBIN IN PATIENTS WITH TYPE 2 DIABETES MELLITUS


	Assessing the potentiality of algorithms and artificial intelligence adoption to disrupt patient primary care with a safer and faster medication management: a systematic review protocol


	Onlinemeta: A Web Server For Meta-Analysis Based On R-shiny


	Parkinsons disease and cancer: a systematic review and meta-analysis of over 17 million participants


	Drug Repurposing of potential drug targets for treatment of COVID-19


	Ivermectin for the treatment of COVID-19: A systematic review and meta-analysis of randomized controlled trials


	Functional localization and categorization of intentional decisions in humans: a meta-analysis of brain imaging studies


	Brain Abnormalities Associated with Self-Injurious Thoughts and Behaviors: A Meta-Analysis of Neuroimaging Studies


	Welding fumes and lung cancer: a meta-analysis of case-control and cohort studies


	Strategies for thromboprophylaxis in Fontan circulation: a meta-analysis


	The statin diabetes conundrum: short-term gain, long-term risk or inconvenient truth?


	One Size Does Not Fit All: A Cliche or a Hard Fact in Cardiac Chamber Quantification?


	Socioeconomic and behavioural risk factors for adverse winter health and social outcomes in economically developed countries: a systematic review of quantitative observational studies


	Late Thrombosis After Double Versus Single Drug-Eluting Stent in the Treatment of Coronary Bifurcations: A Meta-Analysis of Randomized and Observational Studies


	The Complexity of Stenting in Bifurcation Coronary Lesions


	What does it mean to have enough evidence?




	Google Scholar



 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Glucocorticoid-induced adrenal insufficiency and glucocorticoid withdrawal syndrome: Two sides of the same coin  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Management of lower-extremity venous thromboembolism: An updated review  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Nonhormone therapies for vasomotor symptom management  
  
  
  
  






Show more Review

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
  
    
      
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Past Issues
	Supplements
	Article Type
	Specialty
	CME/MOC Articles
	CME/MOC Calendar
	Media Kit

  


  
  



    


    
      
  
        Authors & Reviewers

    
  
  
    	Manuscript Submission
	Authors & Reviewers
	Subscriptions
	About CCJM
	Contact Us
	Cleveland Clinic Center for Continuing Education
	Consult QD

  


  
  



    


    
      

    

  


  

    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: ]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    Share your suggestions!


Copyright © 2024 The Cleveland Clinic Foundation. All rights reserved. The information provided is for educational purposes only. Use of this website is subject to the website terms of use and privacy policy. 


  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Powered by HighWire]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      





  